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OUR MISSION

Å Economic Division, Taipei Representative
Office in the Netherlands is a branch of
Taiwan Ministry of Economic Affairs
(MOEA). There are 62 branches all over the
world.

Å Our mission is to improve and promote
commercial exchanges, cooperation and
investment between Taiwan and the
Netherlands. We offer free services to
Dutch companies.
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GATEWAYS TO EUROPE AND ASIA

There are two gateways in the world.

One is The Netherlands to Europe

And the other one is Taiwan to Asia
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1. TAIWAN IS AT THE HEART OF ASIA-PACIFIC REGION

AND THE GATEWAY TO ASIAN MARKETS
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üTaiwan is about

36.000 sq km with

more than 23 million

in popularion.

üLocated at the

heart of Asia. About

3 hours flight from

Taipei to six major

cities in Asia : Tokyo,

Seoul,Beijing,Shang-

hai, Hong Kong and

Singapore.



SOME COMPARISONS

Taiwan The Netherlands

Size 36.000 sq KM 41.500 sq KM

Population 23 million 17 million

GDP(IMF, 

2108)

USD 1.234 

billion

USD 969 billion

Ease of Doing 

Business 

Ranking(World 

Bank, 2019)

13 36

Population in 

the Region

4.6 

billion(Asia)

0.75 billion(Europe)
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2. TAIWAN:SMALL BUT STRONG

GDP    Ranking                                                                                                               
$US, billion.
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Ranking Country GDP 

1 China 25.270

2 United States 22.023

3 India 10.505

4 Japan 5.594

5 Germany 4.356

9 U.K. 3.037

10 France 2.962

12 Italy 2.397

14 South Korea 2.136

17 Canada 1.836

19 Thailand 1.320

21 Taiwan 1.234

26 The Netherlands 969

29 South Africa 789

33 Vietnam 710

36 Singapore 565

GDP based on PPP(purchasing 

power parity), per-capita.

Ranking Country $US

3 Singapore 100.345

6 Norway 74.356

10 United States 62.606

12 The 
Netherlands

56.383

13 Saudi Arabia 55.944

15 Taiwan 53.023

16 Germany 52.559

21 Canada 49.651

25 France 45.775

26 U.K. 45.705

28 Japan 44.227

29 South Korea 41.351

73 China 18.110

International Monetary Fund, 

country ranking (2108)



A. CHINA

ÇTrade: Trade between Taiwan and China

reached USD150 billion in 2018.

Investment: Taiwan invested around USD 184

billion (ú165billion) and over 1 million

Taiwanese work in China.

Taiwanese and Chinese speak the same language and share
similare cultural background.
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3.Taiwanôs economic relationship with China and 

Asean countries



B. ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIP WITH ASEAN*  

COUNTRIES

Investiments:Taiwan invested USD 94,2 billion

(as of December 2018)

Trade: Trade among Taiwan and ASEAN countries

reached USD 92,7 billion (in 2018)
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ASEAN: Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Indonesia, Malaysia,

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Brunei, Vietnam, Laos, Burma, Cambodia)



EU BRANDS IN TAIWAN
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EU brands in Taiwan
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Giant, bycicles
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BenQ, monitor and digital 

devices

Evergreen group, port 

container managment

Yang-Ming, shipping 

company

HTC, mobile 

phones

China Airlines, 

national airlines

Asus, computer

Acer, computer

SYM, motorcycles

MSI, computer

Garmin, satellite 

navigator

Kymco, motorcycles

Taiwan brands in EU

CTCI, 

construction 

company



Taiwan Trade Partners 2018

Taiwan trade with the Netherlands, 

2018 USD million

USD million

Total Import Export

Taiwan 622.288 286.361 335.927

Taiwan Foreign Trade, 2018 Rank
Country

Total USD 
mill %

Export 
%

Import 
%

1 China 150.544 24,19 28,8 18,78

2 United States 74.411 11,96 11,82 12,12

3 Japan 67.221 10,8 6,81 15,41

4 Hong Kong 43.001 6,91 12,38 0,49

5 South Korea 35.511 5,7 4,76 6,82

8 Germany 17.025 2,74 2,1 3,48

10 Australia 13.151 2,11 1,07 3,38

12 Thailand 10.750 1,73 1,84 1,6

13
The 
Netherlands

9.767 1,57 1,75 1,37

17 U.K. 5.934 0,95 1,15 0,73

Total Share
%

Export Import

9.767 1,57 5.884 3.883

The Netherlands only 

occupies 1,57% of Taiwan

total trade amounts in 2018.

Economic relationship between The Netherlands and 

Taiwan 
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The Netherlands only received 0,98% 

of Taiwanôs investment abroad.                                                                  

Statistics from Taiwan Investment Commission.

Excluding investments through third countries.               

13

Taiwan Investment to Foreign countries

Country Case Amount

China 43.564 184 billion

U.S. 5.606 17,6 billion

The Netherlands 240 3,55 billion

U.K. 210 3,15 billion

Total 59.388 323 billion

Unit: USD                                                                           As of May 2019



HOW TO DO BUSINESS WITH TAIWAN

INVESTMENT
Investment Advantages in Taiwan

Low Corporate 

Income Tax Rate

20%(one of the lowest in Asian Countries)

Low Sales Tax Rate 5% ( instead of more than 20% in European 

Countries)

Good Infrastructure 1. 17 Airports of which 3 are International 

Airports; 5 International Seaports

2. High Speed Railway, Nation-wide 

conventional rail and highway system

Excellent Labor 

Force

More 50% of the labor force had at least a 

college degree in 2017.

Strong Industrial 

Clusters

No.5in the World on ñState of Cluster 

Developmentò(6)

(The World Economic Forum's ñGlobal 

Competitiveness Report 2018ò) 

Low Labor Cost In average,ú 1.400per month
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HOW TO DO BUSINESS WITH TAIWAN

INVESTMENT

Investment Advantages in Taiwan

Excellent Innovation 

Capacity

No.4 in the World, only after Germany, the U.S. and 

Switzerland (9)

(ñGlobal Competitiveness Report 2018ò) 

Sound Microeconomic 

Stability

No.1 in the World (1 )

( ñGlobal Competitiveness Report 2018ò) 

Friendly Financial 

Environment

No.7 in the World(16)

(ñGlobal Competitiveness Report 2018ò) 

High Quality of Life Taipei ranks No.1 out of 64 cities included in 

InterNationsô Expat City Ranking for its affordability 

and quality of medical care, local transportation and 

personal safety and so on

(InterNationsô Expat Insider Survey, 2019)
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INTERNATIONSô EXPAT INSIDER SURVEY, 2019 

INDEXES INCLUDING: QUALITY OF LIFE, PERSONAL FINANCE, 

EASE OF SETTING IN, WORKING  ABROAD, COST OF LIVING

Ranking Country

1 Taiwan

6 Singapore

24 The Netherlands

39 Japan

41 Hong Kong

50 China

55 South Korea

59 India
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HOW TO DO BUSINESS WITH TAIWAN

INVESTMENT

Investment Advantages in Taiwan

Excellent Performance in International Rankings

Competitiveness No 13 in the World

(ñGlobal Competitiveness Report 2018ò) 

Ease of Doing Business No.13 in the World

(Doing Business, The World Bank 2018)

Business Environment 

Risk Intelligent

No.14 in the World

(The Economic Intelligent Unit, 2014-2018)
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AGREEMENTS ON AVOIDANCE OF DOUBLE TAXATION

Countries/ Income Items Dividends Interest Royalties 

Non-treaty Countries 21 151,20 20

Australia 102,15 10 12.5

Austria 10 10 10

Belgium 10 10 10

Canada () 103,15 10 10

Denmark 10 10 10

France ( 10 10 10

Germany 10,154 10,155 10

India 12.5 10 10

Italy 10 10 10

Japan 10 10 10

Malaysia 12.5 10 10

New Zealand 15 10 10

Netherlands 10 10 10
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http://www.mof.gov.tw/File/Attach/63930/File_10449.pdf
http://www.mof.gov.tw/File/Attach/63930/File_10450.pdf
http://www.mof.gov.tw/File/Attach/63930/File_10451.pdf
http://www.mof.gov.tw/File/Attach/63930/File_10452.pdf
http://www.mof.gov.tw/File/Attach/63930/File_10453.pdf
http://www.mof.gov.tw/File/Attach/63930/File_10454.pdf
http://www.mof.gov.tw/File/Attach/63930/File_10456.pdf
http://www.mof.gov.tw/File/Attach/63930/File_10458.pdf
http://www.mof.gov.tw/File/Attach/63930/File_10461.pdf
http://www.mof.gov.tw/File/Attach/63930/File_10462.pdf
http://www.mof.gov.tw/File/Attach/63930/File_10466.pdf
http://www.mof.gov.tw/File/Attach/63930/File_10468.pdf
http://www.mof.gov.tw/File/Attach/63930/File_10467.pdf


INVESTMENT INCENTIVES
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R&D Subsidies

ÅEncouragement of 

Enterprises to set up 

R&D Centers

ÅSmall Business 

Innovation Research 

(SBIR)

ÅProactive Technology 

R&D Program 

ÅIntegrated R&D 

Program

ÅGlobal Innovation 

Partnership Program

Financing / Loans

ÅLoans for Promoting Industrial 

Innovation or R&D

ÅPreferential Loans for 

Distribution Services and 

Catering Industries

ÅPreferential Loans for 

equipment upgrading

ÅNational Development Fund

Tax Incentives

ÅBiotech Industry Investment 

Deduction

ÅPrivate Participation in 

Public Infrastructure 

Projects

ÅTax concessions on merger

ÅFree Trade Zones (FTZs)
ÅScience Parks
ÅAgriculture Technology 

Parks
ÅExport Processing Zone 

(EPZs)

ÅAct for the Recruitment 
and Employment of 
Foreign Professionals
Å4-in-1 Employment Gold 

Card
ÅEasing work permit, visa 

and residency rules
ÅEasing rules for stay of 

parents, spouses and 
children

Talent

Special Zones



INDUSTRIAL CLUSTERS
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Taipei τKaohsiung
1.5 hrs. by High Speed 

Rail

NankangSoftware 

Park
ICT Design / Digital Content / 

Biotechnology

Hsinchu Science Park

IC manufacturing / 
Optoelectronics  
/Biotechnology

Changhua Coastal 

Park
Recycling / Green Energy/ Glass

Semiconductor / 
Optoelectronics / Biotechnology / 

Machinery 

Central Taiwan Science Park

Southern Taiwan Science 
Park

Optoelectronics / 
Environmental Protection 

Technology /

Petrochemicals / Steel / Cruise 
& Ship making/  

Optoelectronics / 
Environmental Protection Tech

Kaohsiung 
Industrial Park / 
Software Park

Taipei

Taichung

Kaohsiung


